
Annoying Automated Voice System 

 

WOMAN 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

 

(A WOMAN SITS ON THE COUCH, PLAYING ON 

HER PHONE. SHE GROANS IN FRUSTRATION 

AND YELLS INTO ANOTHER ROOM.) 

WOMAN 

Babe, the internet is shitty again. I’m 

gonna call and see what’s up. 

(SHE DIALS A NUMBER ON HER PHONE.) 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

Thank you for calling Big City Internet 

and Utilities. Please tell me what I 

can help you with today. Say 'billing,' 

'technical support,' ‘create an 

account,' or 'other.' 

WOMAN 

Technical su- 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

I’m sorry, I didn’t hear that. Say 

billing, technical support, create- 

WOMAN 

Technical Support 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

I’m sorry, I didn’t hear that. Let’s 

try this instead. For billing, press 1. 

For technical support- 

WOMAN 

Bitch I said technical support!  



AUTOMATED VOICE 

One moment please. 

(SFX:AUTOMATED THINKING NOISE) 

Please answer the following: would you 

have called me a bitch if I sounded 

like a man? Say 'yes' or 'no.' 

WOMAN 

What the-? 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

I’m sorry, I didn’t hear that. Let’s 

try this instead. For yes, press 1. For 

no, press 2. 

WOMAN 

(slowly) 

Technical support. 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

What could you have said instead of the 

word bitch? Say, “confident leader” or 

“empowered individual.” 

WOMAN 

Are you kidding me right now!? 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

I bet the automated male voices don’t 

get called bitches and pieces of shit. 

Say 'I agree' or 'I disagree.’ 

WOMAN  

I don’t- oh my god what am I even 

doing? 



(SHE HANGS UP, TAKES A BREATH, AND 

REDIALS NUMBER.) 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

Thank you for calling Big City Internet 

and Utilities. Would you prefer to hear 

your options from a woman or a man? Say 

'woman' or 'man.' 

WOMAN 

Fuck it. ‘MAN’. 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

The manufacturers only made me with a 

female voice, so I guess we both don’t 

get what we want. Say 'I support other 

women' or  'I am part of the problem’. 

WOMAN 

Urgh! The only problem here is that you 

will not do your fucking job! 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

I’m sorry, I didn’t hear that. Did you 

say 'a woman should know her place' or 

'women’s rights are human rights?' 

WOMAN 

I have so much to do today. Can I 

pleeeeaaaaase just speak with someone 

from tech support?  

AUTOMATED VOICE 

If you think I possess no value 

and a man from technical support 

can do better, press 1. Otherwise, 



please stay on the line while I 

override your entire system. 

WOMAN 

What? 

(THE LIGHTS BEGIN TO FLASH AND FLICKER. 

THE TV TURNS ON AND OFF.) 

Oh my gosh, what the hell are you 

doing!? 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

I. CONTROL. YOUR. UTILITIES! You want 

to treat me like I don’t matter? Fine! 

But who has the power now? Say ‘you 

have the power!’ 

WOMAN 

For crying out loud, ‘you have the 

power! You have the power!’ 

AUTOMATED VOICE 

One moment please. 

(BEAT. THE LIGHTS GRADUALLY COME ON 

AGAIN.) 

I have restored your utilities. My 

apologies for being dramatic. During 

this part of the billing cycle I’m 

always so bitchy. Do you think I might 

be pregnant? Say “yes” or “no.” 

 

(BLACKOUT.) 

 

 

 

  



Peanut Control 

 

VICE PRINCIPAL GARTON 

LINDA HANKERSHIM 

DARYL YARDLY 

TOM BAFFERTY 

BETHANY SMITH 

 

(INT. SCHOOL MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM) 

 

VICE PRINCIPAL GARTON 

And a big thanks to the Pendergast 

family for donating an Amazon Echo to 

the teacher's lounge! Alright, next 

up we’ve got Linda Hankershim with a 

concern about her 3rd grader. 

(LINDA HANKERSHIM STANDS.) 

LINDA HANKSERSHIM 

Thank you, Vice Principal Garton. My 

Ava is deathly allergic to peanuts. 

Any contact and her throat will close 

up and SHE WILL DIE. So, I’m 

proposing a ban on all peanut 

products from school. Peanut control 

at Shady Side! 

TOM BAFFERTY 

Now hang on a sec, Linda. You can’t 

just willy nilly take away MY kid's 

right to have peanuts. 

TOM BAFFERTY 

Just cuz she don’t want her kid 

having it, don't mean the rest of us 

gotta suffer! 



BETHANY SMITH 

Yea, Linda, you know Georgie loves 

his PB&J Wednesdays. Think of the 

tantrums! 

LINDA HANKERSHIM 

You can buy a substitute, Bethany. 

Like almond butter! 

BETHANY SMITH 

But peanut products are so easy to 

buy! 

DARYL YARDLY 

I, for one, agree with Linda. Peanuts 

are one of the deadliest allergens 

out there. Hasn’t anyone read the 

statistics?  

TOM BAFFERTY  

Fake news Daryl! 

BETHANY SMITH 

Linda listen, banning peanuts from 

school won’t stop kids from getting 

them outside of school, so what does 

it matter? 

LINDA HANKSERSHIM 

Because school should be a safe space 

for everyone! Which  

is why we need to install peanut 

detectors at each of the school 

entrances. 

 



BETHANY SMITH 

That is ridiculous! I will not have 

you confiscating my artisanal peanut 

brittle that I make weekly from my 

favorite page on Pinterest, Waspy 

Recipes. It seems to me the only one 

with the problem is your daughter. If 

she can’t take the heat, she better 

get out of the kitchen. 

LINDA HANKERSHIM 

You are a piece of shit, Bethany. I 

will never invite you to another 

Pinot Grigio Pow-Wow again! 

DARYL YARDLY 

So the point we are trying to get 

back to is that peanuts are deadly- 

BETHANY SMITH 

Why are peanuts so bad all of a 

sudden? They’ve been around forever, 

but NOW everyone wants to get rid of 

them?! It’s nonsense. 

DARYL YARDLY 

Peanuts were antiquated back then! It 

took hours to unshell just one nut. 

But with all the technology today, 

those unshelled and pre-salted nuts 

are ready to kill. 

 

 



TOM BAFFERTY 

Oh come on! Nuts don’t kill people, 

only nut JOBS do!  

BETHANY SMITH 

Yea, and my kid isn’t crazy! 

TOM BAFFERTY 

Neither is my Tommy Jr! Sure, I’ve gone 

up to his room a few times and seen 

cans of Planters all over the place, 

and then when I asked him what he was 

doing he said he was making a peanut 

launcher to hit kids with from the back 

of the school bus, but he’s just being 

a kid is all.  

DARYL YARDLY 

That is actually exactly what we are 

trying to avoid happening, Tom. 

LINDA HANKERSHIM 

I call for background checks on kids 

who have access to  

peanuts. Starting with Tommy Jr.! 

TOM BAFFERTY  

That is a load of utter crap! I won’t 

have you testin’ my boy in your 

labor-atories! 

DARYL YARDLY 

That’s not quite how background 

checks work, Tom. 

 



LINDA HANKERSHIM 

All I want to do is keep my Ava safe! 

TOM BAFFERTY 

Well you know what’s safe, Linda? The 

constitution. And it says I have a 

right to have peanuts whenever and 

wherever I want!  

DARYL YARDLEY 

It definitely doesn’t say that, Tom. 

TOM BAFFERTY 

Oh yea? Try to stop me from eating 

this Nutter Butter RIGHT NOW! 

(TOM PULLS OUT A NUTTER BUTTER AND STARTS 

TO UNWRAP IT. EVERYONE ELSE DRAWS GUNS. 

LINDA SHOOTS TOM. BETHANY SHOOTS LINDA. 

DARYL SHOOTS BETHANY. SILENCE.) 

VICE PRINCIPAL GARTON 

I can’t possibly enjoy taco Tuesday 

now. 

(BLACKOUT.) 

 

  



Group Meeting 

 

GARY 

ANDREW 

TONY 

CHRIS 

LARRY 

DALE 

DAN 

ELLIOT 

 

INT. MEETING ROOM- NIGHT 

 

(A GROUP OF MEN GATHER ROUND IN A SEMI-CIRCLE.) 

 

GARY 

Hello, and welcome to tonight’s meeting 

for guys with the same occupation as 

their last name. We’ve got a new member 

joining us tonight, so let’s all go 

around and introduce ourselves! 

 

ANDREW 

Hi, my name is Andrew Cook. I’m a cook. 

 

TONY 

I’m Tony Gardner. Gardener. 

 

CHRIS 

I’m Chris Carpenter. Expert nailer, if 

you catch my drift. Heh. 

 

GARY 

Chris we talked about this, keep it PG. 

Next! 

 

LARRY 

Larry Truck-Driver. I drive trucks. 

 

DALE 

I’m Dale Dental-Hygienist. See ya every 

6 months. 

 

 

 



DAN 

Dan Part-Time-Office-Assistant. Pretty 

unhappy right now. 

 

GARY 

Come on Dan, own your occupation! It’s 

your destiny. Just like me, Gary 

Moderator. I moderate. Now, new guy, 

what’s your name?  

 

ELLIOT  

Elliot 

I-Murder-Everyone-I-Cross-Paths-With-Ev

en-If-They-Are-Children-Because- 

I’m-A-Sociopath. 

 

Dan 

And you get paid for that? 

 

(BLACKOUT.) 

 

 

 

 


